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Notice of

Transect Selection
September 19 – 23rd, 2011
YCWA will select study sites and transects in collaboration with Relicensing Participants for the following studies and in accordance with procedures described in the respective plans.

· 3.10 Instream Flow

· 1.0 Channel Morphology

· 6.1 Riparian Habitat

· 3.8 Fish Population

· 3.1 Aquatic Macroinvertebrates

In their review of these study plans, Relicensing Participants recommended that YCWA co-locate study sites and/or transects to the extent feasible.  YCWA agrees, but with the understanding that “co-location” will not be at the expense of properly sited and collected data for any individual study.  If co-locating  a site or transect does not work for a particular study, study sites or transects for that study will be selected independent of the other studies.
There will be an office-based discussion prior to the field-selection to discuss the reaches and sites.  Prior to the office meeting and transect selection, participants are encouraged to view the transect selection packages located on the Yuba River Development Project Relicensing Website (www.ycwa-relicensing.com).  Packages are located on the Calendar of Events attached to the 9/19/2011 posting “Transect Placement Site Visit (Tentative Dates).  Participants are also encouraged to view the habitat mapping report (Attachment 3-10A – Habitat Mapping Report All that is posted:
http://www.ycwa-relicensing.com/Revised%20Study%20Plan%20Study%20Proposals/Forms/AllItems.aspx

Those who participate in Transect Selection are responsible for their own transportation.  Two-wheel drive vehicles will be adequate to access all Project areas.  Those who participate are also responsible for their own beverages, snacks, and lunches, and should wear appropriate clothes.  Walking is very rough in and along streams.  Appropriate water-wear and felt-sole wading boots are recommended.  It may be possible to wet-wade but wading boots are still recommended.  Prepare for rain and cold.  Prepare for hot and dry.  There will be no opportunity to purchase lunch or water.  Sunscreen, hats, long-sleeve shirts and pants (nylon recommended – no cotton please), and walking sticks are recommended.
An agenda for Transect Selection is below.  Note that this is the best estimate of a by-reach schedule.  The by-reach schedule is subject to change depending on the general pace of transect selection. 
TRANSECT SELECTION AGENDA

September 19th, 2011. 

1:00 PM
Meet at YCWA, 1220 F Street, Marysville to discuss reaches and potential study sites.  Hard-copies of the transect selection packages will be available.
4:00 PM
Adjourn
September 20th, 2011.
7:30 AM
Meet at Oregon Creek Campground just off the Highway 49 crossing of the Middle Yuba.  Cross-sections in the Middle Yuba downstream and upstream of Oregon Creek will be selected.  There is a good chance that selection will continue up to or slightly past 6 pm.
September 21th, 2011.
7:30 AM
Meet at Oregon Creek Campground just off the Highway 49 crossing of the Middle Yuba.  Cross-sections on Oregon Creek upstream of the covered bridge will be selected.  The group will then proceed to Celestial Valley where cross- sections within and above Celestial Valley will be selected.  There is a good chance that selection will continue up to or slightly past 6 pm.
September 22nd, 2011.
7:30 AM
Meet on the Ridge Road just across Oregon Creek (north past the Middle Yuba on Highway 49 ~ 1 mile, right on the Ridge Road, cross Oregon Creek, park in wide spot on right).  Any transects not selected on Oregon Creek during the 21st will be selected.  Group will then travel to Middle Yuba at Our House dam to select transects below Our House Dam, time permitting.  There is a good chance that selection will continue up to or slightly past 6 pm.
September 23rd, 2011.
7:30 AM
TBD.  The previous three-day schedule is very aggressive.  If all transects in the high priority sites of Oregon Creek and Middle Yuba are not yet selected, these will be selected on this day (meeting site to be determined after September 22nd selection).  If all high priority transects are selected, group will meet at the Colgate Powerhouse and transects will be selected at the site upstream of the Powerhouse.  There is a good chance that selection will continue up to or slightly past 6 pm.
Because the North Yuba below New Bullards Bar Dam and the main stem Yuba below Colgate Powerhouse require additional time and logistics (i.e., boats), transect/site selection at these sites will have to be scheduled for later in October.  Additional days for selection will be discussed with interested and available Relicensing Participants when it is clear what remains to be done after the 20-23rd field effort.






